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1 The Lord is my Best Friend and my 
Shepherd. I always have more than 
enough. 
2 He offers a resting place for me in his 
luxurious love.  His tracks take me to an 
oasis of peace, the quiet brook of bliss. 
3 That’s where he restores and revives 
my life.  He opens before me pathways 
to God’s pleasure, and leads me along 
in his footsteps of righteousness so that 
I can bring honor to his name. 
4 Lord, even when your path takes me 
through  the valley of deepest darkness,  
fear will never conquer me, for you 
already have! You remain close to me 
and lead me through it all the way. Your 
authority is my strength and my peace.  
The comfort of your love takes away my 
fear.  I’ll never be lonely, for you are near.
5 You become my delicious feast  even 
when my enemies dare to fight. You 
anoint me with the fragrance of your 
Holy Spirit;
You give me all I can drink of you until 
my heart overflows.
 6 So why would I fear the future? 
For I’m being pursued only by your 
goodness and unfailing love. Then 
afterwards—when my life is through,  I’ll 
return to your glorious presence to be 
forever with you! 

1 The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not 
want.
2 He maketh me to lie down in green 
pastures: he leadeth me beside the still 
waters.
3 He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in 
the paths of righteousness for his 
name's sake.
4 Yea, though I walk through the valley 
of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: 
for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff 
they comfort me.
5 Thou preparest a table before me in 
the presence of mine enemies: thou 
anointest my head with oil; my cup 
runneth over.
6 Surely goodness and mercy shall 
follow me all the days of my life: and I 
will dwell in the house of the Lord for 
ever.

1    The Lord is my shepherd, I lack 
nothing.
2     He makes me lie down in green 
pastures,
he leads me beside quiet waters,
3     he refreshes my soul.
He guides me along the right paths
    for his name’s sake.
4 Even though I walk
    through the darkest valley,
I will fear no evil,
    for you are with me;
your rod and your staff,
    they comfort me.
5 You prepare a table before me
    in the presence of my enemies.
You anoint my head with oil;
    my cup overflows.
6 Surely your goodness and love will 
follow me
    all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord
    forever.

1 The Lord is my shepherd;
    I have all that I need.
2 He lets me rest in green meadows;
    he leads me beside peaceful streams.
3     He renews my strength.
He guides me along right paths,
    bringing honor to his name.
4 Even when I walk
    through the darkest valley,
I will not be afraid,
    for you are close beside me.
Your rod and your staff
    protect and comfort me.
5 You prepare a feast for me
    in the presence of my enemies.
You honor me by anointing my head with 
oil.
    My cup overflows with blessings.
6 Surely your goodness and unfailing 
love will pursue me
    all the days of my life,
and I will live in the house of the Lord
    forever.

1     The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not 
want.
2     He makes me lie down in green 
pastures.
He leads me beside still waters.
3     He restores my soul.
He leads me in paths of righteousness
    for his name's sake.
4 Even though I walk through the valley 
of the shadow of death,
    I will fear no evil,
for you are with me;
    your rod and your staff,
    they comfort me.
5 You prepare a table before me
    in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil;
    my cup overflows.
6 Surely goodness and mercy shall 
follow me
    all the days of my life,
and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord
    forever.
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5 Trust in the Lord completely,  and do 
not rely on your own opinions.  With all 
your heart rely on him to guide you, and 
he will lead you in every decision you 
make. 
6 Become intimate with him in whatever 
you do, and he will lead you wherever 
you go.  Don’t think for a moment that 
you know it all, 

5 Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; 
and lean not unto thine own 
understanding.
6 In all thy ways acknowledge him, and 
he shall direct thy paths.

5 Trust in the Lord with all your heart
    and lean not on your own 
understanding;
6 in all your ways submit to him,
    and he will make your paths straight.

5 Trust in the Lord with all your heart;
    do not depend on your own 
understanding.
6 Seek his will in all you do,
    and he will show you which path to 
take.

5 Trust in the Lord with all your heart,
    and do not lean on your own 
understanding.
6 In all your ways acknowledge him,
    and he will make straight your paths.
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3 “What wealth is offered to you when 
you feel your spiritual poverty! For there 
is no charge to enter the realm of 
heaven’s kingdom. 
4 “What delight comes to you when you 
wait upon the Lord! For you will find 
what you long for.  5 “What contentment 
floods you when gentleness lives in you! 
For you will inherit the earth.
6 “How enriched you are when you 
crave righteousness! For you will be 
surrounded with fruitfulness.
7 “How satisfied you are when you 
demonstrate tender mercy! For tender 
mercy will be demonstrated to you. 
8 “What bliss you experience when your 
heart is pure! For then your eyes will 
open to see more and more of God. 
9 “How blessed you are when you make 
peace! For then you will be recognized 
as a true child of God. 
10 “How enriched you are when you 
bear the wounds of being persecuted 
for doing what is right! For that is when 
you experience the realm of heaven’s 
kingdom. 
11 “How ecstatic you can be when 
people insult and persecute you and 
speak all kinds of cruel lies about you 
because of your love for me!l 12 So leap 
for joy—since your heavenly reward is 
great. For you are being rejected the 
same way the prophets were before 
you. 

3 Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs 
is the kingdom of heaven. 4 Blessed are 
they that mourn: for they shall be 
comforted. 5 Blessed are the meek: for 
they shall inherit the earth. 6 Blessed are 
they which do hunger and thirst after 
righteousness: for they shall be filled. 7 
Blessed are the merciful: for they shall 
obtain mercy. 8 Blessed are the pure in 
heart: for they shall see God. 9 Blessed 
are the peacemakers: for they shall be 
called the children of God. 10 Blessed 
are they which are persecuted for 
righteousness’ sake: for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. 11 Blessed are ye, 
when men shall revile you, and 
persecute you, and shall say all manner 
of evil against you falsely, for my sake. 
12 Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for 
great is your reward in heaven: for so 
persecuted they the prophets which 
were before you.

3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
4 Blessed are those who mourn, for they 
will be comforted.
5 Blessed are the meek, for they will 
inherit the earth.
6 Blessed are those who hunger and 
thirst for righteousness, for they will be 
filled.
7 Blessed are the merciful, for they will 
be shown mercy.
8 Blessed are the pure in heart,for they 
will see God.
9 Blessed are the peacemakers, for they 
will be called children of God.
10 Blessed are those who are 
persecuted because of righteousness, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

11 “Blessed are you when people insult 
you, persecute you and falsely say all 
kinds of evil against you because of me. 
12 Rejoice and be glad, because great is 
your reward in heaven, for in the same 
way they persecuted the prophets who 
were before you.

3 “God blesses those who are poor and 
realize their need for him, 
 for the Kingdom of Heaven is theirs.
4 God blesses those who mourn, for 
they will be comforted.
5 God blesses those who are humble, 
for they will inherit the whole earth.
6 God blesses those who hunger and 
thirst for justice, for they will be satisfied.
7 God blesses those who are merciful, 
for they will be shown mercy.
8 God blesses those whose hearts are 
pure, for they will see God.
9 God blesses those who work for 
peace, for they will be called the children 
of God.
10 God blesses those who are 
persecuted for doing right, for the 
Kingdom of Heaven is theirs.

11 “God blesses you when people mock 
you and persecute you and lie about you 
and say all sorts of evil things against 
you because you are my followers. 12 
Be happy about it! Be very glad! For a 
great reward awaits you in heaven. And 
remember, the ancient prophets were 
persecuted in the same way.

3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for 
they shall be comforted.
5 “Blessed are the meek, for they shall 
inherit the earth.
6 “Blessed are those who hunger and 
thirst for righteousness, for they shall be 
satisfied.
7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall 
receive mercy.
8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they 
shall see God.
9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for 
they shall be called sons of God.
10 “Blessed are those who are 
persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

11 “Blessed are you when others revile 
you and persecute you and utter all 
kinds of evil against you falsely on my 
account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for 
your reward is great in heaven, for so 
they persecuted the prophets who were 
before you.
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17 “God did not send his Son into the 
world to judge and condemn the world, 
but to be its Savior and rescue it! 18 So 
now there is no longer any 
condemnation for those who believe in 
him, but the unbeliever already lives 
under condemnation because they do 
not believe in the name of God’s 
beloved Son. 19 And here is the basis 
for their judgment: The Light of God has 
now come into the world, but the hearts 
of people love their darkness more than 
the Light, because they want the 
darkness to conceal their evil. 20 So the 
wicked hate the Light and try to hide 
from it, for their lives are fully exposed 
in the Light. 21 But those who love the 
Truth will come out into the Light and 
welcome its exposure, for the Light will 
reveal that their fruitful works were 
produced by God.” 

17 For God sent not his Son into the 
world to condemn the world; but that the 
world through him might be saved. 18 
He that believeth on him is not 
condemned: but he that believeth not is 
condemned already, because he hath 
not believed in the name of the only 
begotten Son of God. 19 And this is the 
condemnation, that light is come into the 
world, and men loved darkness rather 
than light, because their deeds were evil. 
20 For every one that doeth evil hateth 
the light, neither cometh to the light, lest 
his deeds should be reproved. 21 But he 
that doeth truth cometh to the light, that 
his deeds may be made manifest, that 
they are wrought in God.

17 For God did not send his Son into the 
world to condemn the world, but to save 
the world through him. 18 Whoever 
believes in him is not condemned, but 
whoever does not believe stands 
condemned already because they have 
not believed in the name of God’s one 
and only Son. 19 This is the verdict: 
Light has come into the world, but 
people loved darkness instead of light 
because their deeds were evil. 20 
Everyone who does evil hates the light, 
and will not come into the light for fear 
that their deeds will be exposed. 21 But 
whoever lives by the truth comes into 
the light, so that it may be seen plainly 
that what they have done has been done 
in the sight of God.

17 God sent his Son into the world not 
to judge the world, but to save the world 
through him.

18 “There is no judgment against anyone 
who believes in him. But anyone who 
does not believe in him has already been 
judged for not believing in God’s one 
and only Son. 19 And the judgment is 
based on this fact: God’s light came into 
the world, but people loved the darkness 
more than the light, for their actions 
were evil. 20 All who do evil hate the 
light and refuse to go near it for fear their 
sins will be exposed. 21 But those who 
do what is right come to the light so 
others can see that they are doing what 
God wants.”

17 For God did not send his Son into the 
world to condemn the world, but in order 
that the world might be saved through 
him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not 
condemned, but whoever does not 
believe is condemned already, because 
he has not believed in the name of the 
only Son of God. 19 And this is the 
judgment: the light has come into the 
world, and people loved the darkness 
rather than the light because their works 
were evil. 20 For everyone who does 
wicked things hates the light and does 
not come to the light, lest his works 
should be exposed. 21 But whoever 
does what is true comes to the light, so 
that it may be clearly seen that his works 
have been carried out in God.”
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17 “God did not send his Son into the 
world to judge and condemn the world, 
but to be its Savior and rescue it! 18 So 
now there is no longer any 
condemnation for those who believe in 
him, but the unbeliever already lives 
under condemnation because they do 
not believe in the name of God’s 
beloved Son. 19 And here is the basis 
for their judgment: The Light of God has 
now come into the world, but the hearts 
of people love their darkness more than 
the Light, because they want the 
darkness to conceal their evil. 20 So the 
wicked hate the Light and try to hide 
from it, for their lives are fully exposed 
in the Light. 21 But those who love the 
Truth will come out into the Light and 
welcome its exposure, for the Light will 
reveal that their fruitful works were 
produced by God.” 

42 Every believer was faithfully devoted 
to following the teachings of the 
apostles. Their hearts were mutually 
linked to one another, sharing 
communion and coming together 
regularly for prayer. 43 A deep sense of 
holy awe swept over everyone, and the 
apostles performed many miraculous 
signs and wonders. 44 All the believers 
were in fellowship as one body, and 
they shared with one another whatever 
they had. 45 Out of generosity they 
even sold their assets to distribute the 
proceeds to those among them who 
were in need. 46 Daily they met 
together in the temple courts and in one 
another’s homes to celebrate 
communion. They shared meals 
together with joyful hearts and tender 
humility. 47 They were continually filled 
with praises to God, enjoying the favor 
of all the people. And the Lord kept 
adding to their number daily those who 
were being saved.

42 And they continued stedfastly in the 
apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in 
breaking of bread, and in prayers.

43 And fear came upon every soul: and 
many wonders and signs were done by 
the apostles.

44 And all that believed were together, 
and had all things common;

45 And sold their possessions and 
goods, and parted them to all men, as 
every man had need.

46 And they, continuing daily with one 
accord in the temple, and breaking 
bread from house to house, did eat their 
meat with gladness and singleness of 
heart,

47 Praising God, and having favour with 
all the people. And the Lord added to 
the church daily such as should be 
saved.

42 They devoted themselves to the 
apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to 
the breaking of bread and to prayer. 43 
Everyone was filled with awe at the 
many wonders and signs performed by 
the apostles. 44 All the believers were 
together and had everything in common. 
45 They sold property and possessions 
to give to anyone who had need. 46 
Every day they continued to meet 
together in the temple courts. They 
broke bread in their homes and ate 
together with glad and sincere hearts, 47 
praising God and enjoying the favor of 
all the people. And the Lord added to 
their number daily those who were being 
saved.

42 All the believers devoted themselves 
to the apostles’ teaching, and to 
fellowship, and to sharing in meals 
(including the Lord’s Supper), and to 
prayer.

43 A deep sense of awe came over them 
all, and the apostles performed many 
miraculous signs and wonders. 44 And 
all the believers met together in one 
place and shared everything they had. 
45 They sold their property and 
possessions and shared the money with 
those in need. 46 They worshiped 
together at the Temple each day, met in 
homes for the Lord’s Supper, and shared 
their meals with great joy and 
generosity— 47 all the while praising 
God and enjoying the goodwill of all the 
people. And each day the Lord added to 
their fellowship those who were being 
saved.

42 And they devoted themselves to the 
apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to 
the breaking of bread and the prayers. 
43 And awe came upon every soul, and 
many wonders and signs were being 
done through the apostles. 44 And all 
who believed were together and had all 
things in common. 45 And they were 
selling their possessions and belongings 
and distributing the proceeds to all, as 
any had need. 46 And day by day, 
attending the temple together and 
breaking bread in their homes, they 
received their food with glad and 
generous hearts, 47 praising God and 
having favor with all the people. And the 
Lord added to their number day by day 
those who were being saved.
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21–22 But now, independently of the 
law, the righteousness of God is 
tangible and brought to light through 
Jesus, the Anointed One. This is the 
righteousness that the Scriptures 
prophesied would come. It is God’s 
righteousness made visible through the 
faithfulness of Jesus Christ. And now all 
who believe in him receive that gift. For 
there is really no difference between us, 
23 for we all have sinned and are in 
need of the glory of God. 24 Yet through 
his powerful declaration of acquittal, 
God freely gives away his 
righteousness. His gift of love and favor 
now cascades over us, all because 
Jesus, the Anointed One, has liberated 
us from the guilt, punishment, and 
power of sin!   25 Jesus’ God-given 
destiny was to be the sacrifice to take 
away sins, and now he is our Mercy 
Seat because of his death on the cross. 
We come to him for mercy, for God has 
made a provision for us to be forgiven 
by faith in the sacred blood of Jesus. 
This is the perfect demonstration of 
God’s justice, because until now, he 
had been so patient—holding back his 
justice out of his tolerance for us. So he 
covered over the sins of those who lived 
prior to Jesus’ sacrifice. 

21 But now the righteousness of God 
without the law is manifested, being 
witnessed by the law and the prophets;  
22 Even the righteousness of God 
which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all 
and upon all them that believe: for there 
is no difference:  23 For all have sinned, 
and come short of the glory of God;  24 
Being justified freely by his grace 
through the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus:  25 Whom God hath set forth to 
be a propitiation through faith in his 
blood, to declare his righteousness for 
the remission of sins that are past, 
through the forbearance of God;

21 But now apart from the law the 
righteousness of God has been made 
known, to which the Law and the 
Prophets testify. 22 This righteousness 
is given through faith in Jesus Christ to 
all who believe. There is no difference 
between Jew and Gentile, 23 for all 
have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God,  24 and all are justified freely by 
his grace through the redemption that 
came by Christ Jesus.  25 God 
presented Christ as a sacrifice of 
atonement, through the shedding of his 
blood—to be received by faith. He did 
this to demonstrate his righteousness, 
because in his forbearance he had left 
the sins committed beforehand 
unpunished— 

21 But now God has shown us a way to 
be made right with him without keeping 
the requirements of the law, as was 
promised in the writings of Moses and 
the prophets long ago.  22 We are made 
right with God by placing our faith in 
Jesus Christ. And this is true for 
everyone who believes, no matter who 
we are. 

23  For everyone has sinned; we all fall 
short of God’s glorious standard.  24 Yet 
God, with undeserved kindness, 
declares that we are righteous. He did 
this through Christ Jesus when he freed 
us from the penalty for our sins.  25 For 
God presented Jesus as the sacrifice 
for sin. People are made right with God 
when they believe that Jesus sacrificed 
his life, shedding his blood. This 
sacrifice shows that God was being fair 
when he held back and did not punish 
those who sinned in times past, 

21 But now the righteousness of God 
has been manifested apart from the law, 
although the Law and the Prophets bear 
witness to it— 22 the righteousness of 
God through faith in Jesus Christ for all 
who believe. For there is no distinction:  
23 for all have sinned and fall short of 
the glory of God,  24 and are justified by 
his grace as a gift, through the 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus,  25 
whom God put forward as a propitiation 
by his blood, to be received by faith. 
This was to show God’s righteousness, 
because in his divine forbearance he 
had passed over former sins.
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16 As you yield freely and fully to the 
dynamic life and power of the Holy 
Spirit, you will abandon the cravings of 
your self-life. 17 For your self-life craves 
the things that offend the Holy Spirit 
and hinder him from living free within 
you! And the Holy Spirit’s intense 
cravings hinder your old self-life from 
dominating you! The Holy Spirit is the 
only One who defeats the cravings of 
your natural life. So then, the two 
incompatible and conflicting forces 
within you are your self-life of the flesh 
and the new creation life of the Spirit.

16 This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and 
ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh.

17 For the flesh lusteth against the 
Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: 
and these are contrary the one to the 
other: so that ye cannot do the things 
that ye would.

16 So I say, walk by the Spirit, and you 
will not gratify the desires of the flesh. 17 
For the flesh desires what is contrary to 
the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary 
to the flesh. They are in conflict with 
each other, so that you are not to do 
whatever you want.

16 So I say, let the Holy Spirit guide your 
lives. Then you won’t be doing what 
your sinful nature craves. 17 The sinful 
nature wants to do evil, which is just the 
opposite of what the Spirit wants. And 
the Spirit gives us desires that are the 
opposite of what the sinful nature 
desires. These two forces are constantly 
fighting each other, so you are not free 
to carry out your good intentions.

16 But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you 
will not gratify the desires of the flesh. 17 
For the desires of the flesh are against 
the Spirit, and the desires of the Spirit 
are against the flesh, for these are 
opposed to each other, to keep you from 
doing the things you want to do.
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7 Since we are now joined to Christ, we 
have been given the treasures of 
salvation by his blood—the total 
cancellation of our sins—all because of 
the cascading riches of his grace. 8 This 
superabundant grace is already 
powerfully working in us and flooding 
into every part of our being, releasing 
within us all forms of wisdom and 
practical understanding. 

7 In whom we have redemption through 
his blood, the forgiveness of sins, 
according to the riches of his grace;

8 Wherein he hath abounded toward us 
in all wisdom and prudence;

7 In him we have redemption through 
his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in 
accordance with the riches of God’s 
grace 8 that he lavished on us. With all 
wisdom and understanding,

7 He is so rich in kindness and grace 
that he purchased our freedom with the 
blood of his Son and forgave our sins. 8 
He has showered his kindness on us, 
along with all wisdom and 
understanding.

7 In him we have redemption through 
his blood, the forgiveness of our 
trespasses, according to the riches of 
his grace, 8 which he lavished upon us, 
in all wisdom and insight
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10 The authority of the name of Jesus 
causes every knee to bow in reverence! 
Everything and everyone will one day 
submit to this name— in the heavenly 
realm, in the earthly realm, and in the 
demonic realm. 11 And every tongue 
will proclaim in every language: “Jesus 
Christ is Lord Yahweh,” bringing glory 
and honor to God, his Father! 

10 That at the name of Jesus every knee 
should bow, of things in heaven, and 
things in earth, and things under the 
earth;

11 And that every tongue should 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 
glory of God the Father.

10 that at the name of Jesus every knee 
should bow,
    in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth,
11 and every tongue acknowledge that 
Jesus Christ is Lord,
    to the glory of God the Father.

10 that at the name of Jesus every knee 
should bow,
    in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth,
11 and every tongue declare that Jesus 
Christ is Lord,
    to the glory of God the Father.

10 so that at the name of Jesus every 
knee should bow, in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth, 11 and every 
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
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2 My fellow believers, when it seems as 
though you are facing nothing but 
difficulties see it as an invaluable 
opportunity to experience all the joy that 
you can! 3 For you know that when your 
faith is tested it stirs up power within 
you to endure all things. 4 And then as 
your endurance grows even stronger it 
will release perfection into every part of 
your being until there is nothing missing 
and nothing lacking. 
5 And if anyone longs to be wise, ask 
God for wisdom and he will give it! He 
won’t see your lack of wisdom as an 
opportunity to scold you over your 
failures but he will overwhelm your 
failures with his generous grace. 

2 My brethren, count it all joy when ye 
fall into divers temptations;

3 Knowing this, that the trying of your 
faith worketh patience.

4 But let patience have her perfect 
work, that ye may be perfect and entire, 
wanting nothing.

5 If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask 
of God, that giveth to all men liberally, 
and upbraideth not; and it shall be given 
him.

2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers and 
sisters, whenever you face trials of 
many kinds, 3 because you know that 
the testing of your faith produces 
perseverance. 4 Let perseverance finish 
its work so that you may be mature and 
complete, not lacking anything. 5 If any 
of you lacks wisdom, you should ask 
God, who gives generously to all 
without finding fault, and it will be given 
to you.

2 Dear brothers and sisters, when 
troubles of any kind come your way, 
consider it an opportunity for great joy. 
3 For you know that when your faith is 
tested, your endurance has a chance to 
grow. 4 So let it grow, for when your 
endurance is fully developed, you will 
be perfect and complete, needing 
nothing.

5 If you need wisdom, ask our generous 
God, and he will give it to you. He will 
not rebuke you for asking.

2 Count it all joy, my brothers, when you 
meet trials of various kinds, 3 for you 
know that the testing of your faith 
produces steadfastness. 4 And let 
steadfastness have its full effect, that 
you may be perfect and complete, 
lacking in nothing.

5 If any of you lacks wisdom, let him 
ask God, who gives generously to all 
without reproach, and it will be given 
him.
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