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is also evident throughout the lives of the patriarchs as He protected them and
their families and as He blessed them materially. God’s chosen family faced
many kinds of difficulties and impossible situations, frustrating, if possible,
the fulfillment of God’s promises to Abraham; but God’s Spirit supernaturally
resolved every challenge.
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1:1—11:32
A. The creation narratives
1:1—2:25
AUTHOR
1. Creation of the heavens,
Jewish tradition lists Moses as the author of Genesis and of the next four books
the earth, and life upon
of the Bible. Together these books are called the Pentateuch. Jesus said, “If you
the earth
1:1—2:3
believed Moses, you would believe Me; for he wrote about Me” (John 5:46). The
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DATE
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copies sold, the NKJV Spirit-Filled Life Bible continues to equip God’s people to
live in his kingdom, exercise gifts of the Spirit, and lay hold of God’s promises.
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CHAPT
1 aGen.
46:2; 1
15:10;
10:1 bG
21:17;
Is. 41:1
10:12 c
Abram and Melchizedek
33:29;
84:11;
a
18Then Melchizedek king of Salem
dNum.
58
brought out bbread and wine; he was cthe Ps.
Prov. 1
notes
explain
passage your re
dGod Moststudy
19And
*priest ofVerse-by-verse
High.
heeach
blessed
shall b
and illuminate your understanding
him and said:
great

a“Blessed be Abram of God Most
9 1Heb. goyim
10 aGen. 11:3
High,
bGen. 19:17,
bPossessor of heaven and earth;
30
11 aGen. 14:16,
20 And ablessed be God Most High,
21
12 aGen. 11:27;
Who has delivered your enemies into
b
12:5 Gen.
13:12
your
hand.”
a
13 Gen. 39:14;
40:15 bGen.
And he bgave him 1a tithe of all.
13:18 cGen.
14:24; 21:27,
21Now the king of Sodom said to Abram,
32 1Heb. Alon
1persons, and take the goods
Mamre
“Give
me
the
a
14 Gen. 19:29
bGen. 13:8;
for yourself.”
14:12 cGen.
22But Abram asaid to the king of Sodom,
12:5; 15:3;
17:27; Eccl. 2:7 “I bhave raised my hand to the LORD, God
dDeut. 34:1;
c
Judg. 18:29;
Most High, the Possessor of heaven and
1 Kin. 15:20
earth, 23that aI will take nothing, from a
15 aIs. 41:2, 3
1Lit. on the left
thread to a sandal strap, and that I will not
hand of
16 aGen. 31:18;
take anything that is yours, lest you should
1 Sam. 30:8,
say, ‘I have made Abram rich’— 24except
18, 19
17 a1 Sam. 18:6
only what the young men have eaten, and
b2 Sam. 18:18
cHeb. 7:1 1Lit.
the *portion of the men who went with me:
striking
Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre; let them take
18 aPs. 110:4;
Heb. 7:1–10
their
portion.”
bGen. 18:5;
Ex. 29:40; Ps.
104:15 cPs.
God’s Covenant with Abram
110:4; Heb. 5:6
dActs 16:17
After these things the *word of the
*See WW at
LORD came to Abram ain a vision,
Lev. 5:6.
19 aRuth 3:10
saying, b“Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your
bGen. 14:22;
cshield, 1your exceedingly dgreat reward.”
Matt. 11:25
20 aGen. 24:27
bGen. 28:22;
*See WW at Deut. 1:1.
Heb. 7:4 1onetenth
21 1Lit. souls
22 aGen. 14:2, 8,
10 bDan. 12:7
cGen. 14:19
23 a2 Kin. 5:16;
14:18 Most High, ‘elyon; Strong’s #5945: Most
Esth. 9:15, 16
High, uppermost; pertaining to the heights,
24 *See WW at
Zech. 2:12.
in the highest; highness; supreme, lofty, ele-

5

15

WORD

CHAPTER 15
1 aGen. 15:4;
46:2; 1 Sam.
15:10; Dan.
10:1 bGen.
21:17; 26:24;
Is. 41:10; Dan.
10:12 cDeut.
33:29; Ps. 3:3;
84:11; 91:4
dNum. 18:20;
Ps. 58:11;
Prov. 11:18 1Or
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shall be very
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2/19/18 4:09 PM

THE HOLY SPIRIT AT WORK
“The Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters” (1:2). Thus we find
the Spirit involved in creation. The Holy Spirit also worked in Joseph, a fact
obvious to Pharaoh: “Can we find such a one as this, a man in whom is the
Spirit of God?” (41:38).
Although the Holy Spirit is otherwise not directly mentioned in Genesis, we
see His work in drawing out the animals from Earth into Noah’s ark. His activity
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WEALTH

vated, high in rank, exalted. ‘Elyon is derived
from the verb ‘alah meaning “to ascend.” It
appears as an adjective more than 20 times,
describing exalted rulers and even the highest
rooms in the wall of the temple (Ezek. 41:7).
It becomes a divine title when paired with
one of the names of God, such as ’El ‘Elyon or
’Elohim ‘Elyon, “God Most High.” Compare the
angels’ declaration at the birth of Jesus: “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace,
goodwill toward men!” (Luke 2:14).

14:10 The five allied armies were defeated by the invaders from
the east; some of the survivors fell into the asphalt pits. To
this day, occasional chunks of asphalt (or bitumen) float to the
surface at the southern end of the Dead Sea.

14:10 The five allied armies were defeated by the invaders from 14:18–20 Abram’s seemingly routine encounter with the regional
the east; some of the survivors fell into the asphalt pits. To king of Salem is revealed centuries later as being an encounter
this day, occasional chunks of asphalt (or bitumen) float to the with an antetype of Jesus Christ in His role as Priest (Ps. 110:4;
Heb. 7:1–10). Melchizedek means “My King Is Righteous or
surface at the southern end of the Dead Sea.
Legitimate,” and he greets Abram with a royal banquet (bread
14:13 Abram the Hebrew: “Hebrew” appears to be the name and wine). Uniquely occupying the offices of king and priest,
by which other people identified the chosen family; it was not he worships God Most High (somewhat of a rarity in the area
a title they would have called themselves, except to identify at that time). Prior to any legal requirement, Abram responds
themselves to foreigners. See 39:14, 17; 40:15; 41:12; 43:32. to his office, generosity, and blessing by giving him a tithe of
14:14, 15 His brother: “Kinsman,” “relative.” That his servants all the spoils gathered in the recent war.
were already trained for war is indicative of the political condi- 14:21–24 Abram returned to the king of Sodom both the peotions of the time, and of the need for strong patriarchal leaders ple and property that belonged to him. Abram refused to keep
like Abram. Abram was not only wealthy; he was also a mighty any of it for himself, but the men who went with him and the
three brothers (Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre) were entitled to part
military man.
of the spoil.
14:15 North of Damascus indicates Abram drove them some15:1–21 This is one of the most important chapters in the OT
where outside the Promised Land.
because it depicts the establishment of the Abrahamic covenant,
14:18–24 See section 5 of Truth in Action at the end of Gen.
a covenant ultimately fulfilled in Jesus Christ.
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Genesis teaches many other lessons as well: Abraham is our example of faith
of God, man’s enmity toward man, and the(15:6;
dispersion
ofJoseph’s
races and
languages
Gal. 3:7);
life
is an exquisite sermon for all who suffer unfairly
throughout the Earth.
and is a challenge to faithfulness in this age of undisciplined permissiveness.
Beginning in chapter 12, Genesis recounts Finally,
the call we
of Abraham
andhuman
the inauunderstand
nature properly only as we grasp the truth
guration of God’s covenant with him, a glorious,
eternalsin.
covenant
renewed
with all of us inherited a resident sin nature
of original
When Adam
sinned,
Isaac and Jacob. Genesis is remarkable for(Gen.
its exquisite
narrative,
highlighted
8:21; Rom.
5:19; 7:18).
Only a Savior can deal effectively with our inherited
by the inspiring account of Joseph and thenatural
divine preservation
corruption. and multiplication of God’s people in Egypt. It is a lesson in divine election, as Paul recounts
CHRIST REVEALED
in Romans 9.
The
preexistent
Christ,
living Word,
Genesis in many ways anticipates the New
Testament:
the
very the
personal
God, is evident throughout the Book of Genesis.
• The preincarnate
Jesus
was present at creation (John 1:3).
the Trinity, the institution of marriage, the seriousness
of sin, divine
judgment,
• lost
Genesis
3:15 anticipates
Jesus’inministry, suggesting that the “Seed” of the
and righteousness by faith. The Tree of Life,
in Genesis
3, is restored
woman who will bruise the serpent’s (Satan’s) head is Jesus Christ (Gal. 3:16).
Revelation 22.
• Melchizedek is the mysterious king-priest of Genesis 14 (Heb. 6:20).
• The greatest revelation of Christ in Genesis is found in God’s establishment
of His covenant with Abraham (chs. 15; 17). Jesus is the major fulfillment
of God’s promises to Abraham, a truth Paul explains in detail in Galatians.
Much of the Bible is built upon the Abrahamic covenant and Christ’s ful9780529100146_01_gen_deut_nkjv_nsfl_printer-ready.indd 1
2/19/18 4:09 PM
fillment of it.
• In Genesis 22:2, Abraham’s willingness to sacrifice Isaac at God’s command
bears a startling similarity to the crucial New Testament truth of God’s
3
willingness to sacrifice9780529100146_01_gen_deut_nkjv_nsfl_printer-ready.indd
His only Son for the sins of the world.
• Finally, Jacob’s blessing upon Judah anticipates the coming of “Shiloh”
to be identified as the Messiah: “And to Him shall be the obedience of the
GENESIS 15:1
people” (49:10).

23

8And the king of Sodom, the king of
Gomorrah, the king of Admah, the king of
Zeboiim, and the king of Bela (that is, Zoar)
went out and joined together in battle in
the Valley of Siddim 9against Chedorlaomer
king of Elam, Tidal king of 1nations, Amraphel king of Shinar, and Arioch king of
Ellasar—four kings against five. 10Now the
Valley of Siddim was full of aasphalt pits;
and the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah
fled; some fell there, and the remainder
fled bto the mountains. 11Then they took
a all the goods of Sodom and Gomorrah,
and all their provisions, and went their way.
12They also took Lot, Abram’s abrother’s son
bwho dwelt in Sodom, and his goods, and
departed.
13Then one who had escaped came and
told Abram the aHebrew, for bhe dwelt by
1the terebinth trees of Mamre the Amorite,
brother of Eshcol and brother of Aner; cand
they were allies with Abram. 14Now awhen
Abram heard that bhis brother was taken
captive, he armed his three hundred and
eighteen trained servants who were cborn
in his own house, and went in pursuit das
far as Dan. 15He divided his forces against
them by night, and he and his servants aattacked them and pursued them as far as
Hobah, which is 1north of Damascus. 16So
he abrought back all the goods, and also
brought back his brother Lot and his goods,
as well as the women and the people.
17And the king of Sodom awent out to
meet him at the Valley of Shaveh (that is,
the bKing’s Valley), cafter his return from
the 1defeat of Chedorlaomer and the kings
who were with him.

3. Ishmael, Esau, and Jacob 25:12–34
4. God’s affirmation of
His covenant with Isaac
26:1–35
C. Jacob
27:1—35:29
1. Jacob’s deception of
his father
27:1–46
2. Jacob’s flight to Haran
28:1–10
3. God’s affirmation of
His covenant with Jacob 28:11–22
4. Jacob’s marriage in
Haran
29:1—30:43
5. Jacob’s return to
Canaan
31:1—35:29
D. Esau
36:1–43
E. Joseph
37:1—50:26
1. The sale of Joseph
into slavery
37:1—40:23
2. Joseph’s exaltation
41:1–57
3. Joseph’s dealings with
his brothers
42:1—45:28
4. Jacob’s move to Egypt 46:1—48:22
5. Jacob’s blessing
and burial
49:1—50:21
6. Joseph’s final days
50:22–26

18, 19
17 a1 Sa
b2 Sam
cHeb. 7
striking
18 aPs. 1
Heb. 7
bGen.
Ex. 29
104:15
110:4;
dActs 1
*See WW
Lev. 5:
19 aRuth
bGen.
Matt. 1
20 aGen
bGen.
Heb. 7
tenth
21 1Lit. s
22 aGen
10 bDa
cGen. 1
23 a2 Ki
Esth. 9
24 *See
Zech. 2

14:13 Abram the Hebrew: “Hebrew” appears to be the name
by which other people identified the chosen family; it was not
a title they would have called themselves, except to identify
themselves to foreigners. See 39:14, 17; 40:15; 41:12; 43:32.
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14:14, 15 His brother: “Kinsman,” “relative.” That his servants
were already trained for war is indicative of the political conditions of the time, and of the need for strong patriarchal leaders
like Abram. Abram was not only wealthy; he was also a mighty
military man.

16 aPs. 105:9;
and Abraham dwelt at Beersheba.
Luke 1:73;
[Heb. 6:13, 14]
*See WW at Gen. The Family of Nahor
22:2.
20
17 aGen. 17:16;
GbEGen.
N E S I S 1 Now
0 : 1 2 it came to pass after these things18
26:3, 24
that it was told Abraham, saying, “Indeed
15:5; 26:4;
Deut. 1:10; Jer. a
a1 Chr. 1:12
Milcah
also12has
Ir, Calah,
andborne
Resenchildren
betweento14your
33:22; Rehoboth
Heb.
15 aGen. 23:3
aHuz his firstborn,
Gen.
11:12 cNineveh
brother
Nahor:
and Calah
(that is21the
principal city). 16Buz
aGen. 14:7;
13:16; 32:12;
bof Aram,
15:19–21; Deut.
his brother,
the fatherLe1 Kin. 4:20 13Mizraim
begot Kemuel
Ludim, Anamim,
7:1; Neh. 9:8
dGen. 24:60
aGen. 13:12,
22Naphtuhim,
14Pathrusim,
Chesed, Hazo,
Pildash, Jidlaph,
and 19and
*See WWhabim,
at
14, 15, 17;
a
1
Deut. 8:1.
a
Bethuel.”
And Bethuel
begot
Rebekah.
(from23whom
came the
PhilisCasluhim
15:18–21; Num.
18 aGen. 12:3;
34:2–12
18:18; 26:4;
These
eight Milcah bore to Nahor, Abratines and
Caphtorim).
21 1Or the older
Matt. 1:1; Luke
brother of
ham’s
brother.
His
concubine,
begot
Sidon24
his
firstborn,
and whose
3:34; [Acts15Canaan
Japheth
3:25, 26];
Gal. 16
aHeth;
athe Jebusite,
name
was Reumah,
also boreand
Tebah,
the Amorite,
the Gaham,
*See WW at Ps.
3:8, 9, 16, 18
bGen. 18:19;
17the Hivite,
Thahash,
and Maachah.
Girgashite;
the Arkite, and the 2268:5.
aGen.
22:3, 10; 26:5
11:10–26; 1 Chr.
18
aGen.Arvadite,
Zemarite,
*See WWSinite;
at
19the
21:31 20 aGen.the
11:29;
24:15 21 aJoband
1:1 bJob 32:2
1:17–28 bGen.
1 Sam. 3:10.
23 aGen. 24:15 1Rebecca, Rom. 9:10
the Hamathite. Afterward the families of 10:24; 11:10;
3:36
19 a6:13).
were
And God
the also23Luke
1LXX
22:11–14 A vision from God must often first die, and then the the
oneCanaanites
greater, He swore
bydispersed.
Himself” (Heb.
used
Meshech and
Lord resurrects the vision from its ashes. The-LORD-Will-Provide border
this incident
to settle
the issue was
for allfrom
time: He
doesas
not approve
of the
Canaanites
Sidon
1 Chr. 1:17
(Hebrew YHWH Yireh) carries the idea of God’s making provision of human sacrifice.
you go toward Gerar, as far as Gaza; then as 24 aGen. 11:12;
when He sees the need.
Luke 3:35 1So
22:20–24
This section
serves
to give a listAdmah,
of Aramean tribes
you
go
toward
Sodom,
Gomorrah,
with
MT,
Vg.,
22:14 See section 2 of Truth in Action at the end of Gen.
and to give background for Isaac’s return
to Abraham’s family
LXX Arwere Tg.;
and
Zeboiim, as far as Lasha. 20These
phaxad begot
22:16 By Myself I have sworn: “Because He could swear by no for a wife (ch. 24).
the sons of Ham, according to their families, Cainan, and
Cainan begot
according to their languages, in their lands Salah (cf. Luke
3:35, 36)
–18)
their
T H E A B R A H A M I C C O V E N A N Tand( in
22
: 1 5nations.
25 a1 Chr. 1:19
1Lit. Division
21And children were born also to Shem,
28 1Ebal, 1 Chr.
the *father of all the children of Eber, 1the 1:22
Genesis 12:1–3
God initiated His covenant with Abram when he was living
in Ur of aGen. 10:1
brother of Japheth the elder. 22The asons 32bGen.
9:19; 11:8
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the Chaldeans, promising him land, descendants, and bblessing.

Genesis 12:4, 5

of Shem were Elam, Asshur, Arphaxad,

The Tower of Babel
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CHAPTER 11

Now the whole earth had one language and one 1speech. 2And it came

23The
Abram went with his family
Haran,
lived
there
forof
a time,
left1 1Lit. lip
Lud,toand
Aram.
sons
Aramand
were
to pass, as they journeyed from the east,
at the age of 75.
10:14 Casluhim . . . Philistines and Caphtorim: Caphtor is the island of Crete, the original home of the Philistines who later

28 Cor.
9:27
andGod
settled
the southern
coastthe
of Canaan.
Genesis 13:14–17 After Lot separated frominvaded
Abram,
again
promised
land to
1moves about
Abram and his descendants.
Genesis 15:1–21
This covenant was ratified when
T H E God
N Apassed
T I O between
N S O Fthe
G sacrificial
ENESIS 10
on
animals Abram laid before Him.
9:3;17:1–27
Ps. When Abram was 99 years old, God renewed His covenant, changing
29 aGen.Genesis
Abram’s name to Abraham (“Father of a Multitude”). Sign of the covJ A P H E T H
104:14, 15
enant: circumcision.
30 aPs. 145:15
Genesis 22:15–18 Confirmation
of theBefore
covenant because ofthe
Abraham’sFall,
obedience. FOUNDATIONS OF THE
1:31
bJob 38:41
Nineveh
The Abrahamic covenant was foundational to other covenants:
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d
b1

K I N G D OM
T

DYNAMICS

Bl a ck Se a

AS
HK
EN
AZ
GOMER
A
MAGOG
Mt.
Ca s pi a n
RM
Ae g e a n
D
GA
Ara ra t
Se a
Se a
TO
L U
J A
C TU BA
L
V A N
HE
MES
DCO D A N I M
S
ite
I
A
S
ELISHAH
• The promise of land in the Palestinian covenant (Deut. 30:1–10)
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“For My house shall be called a
house of prayer for all nations.” –
Isaiah 56:7
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to God. They did this constantly—twen
tyfour hours a day, seven days a week,
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three hundred and sixtyfive days a 18
year.
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This Davidic worship was the key to Israel’s
success and wellbeing.
After that season came to an end, Israel
enjoyed periods in which Davidic worship
was restored. These revivals were always ac
companied by military victories and socie
tal reformation. God was so touched by the
unbridled love demonstrated through this
worship that He made a special promise to
restore it one day for good:
“On that day I will raise up the tabernacle of David, which has fallen
down, and repair its damages; I
will raise up its ruins, and rebuild it
as in the days of old; that they may
possess the remnant of Edom, and
all the Gentiles who are called by
My name,” says the Lord who does
this thing. – Amos 9:11, 12

Notice that when God’s presence is re
stored in the tabernacle of David, it is for
the inclusion and blessing of all the na
tions: “and
the Gentiles
who
arethere
calledis an im shed blood of Jesus as the final atonement
Firstall
Peter
teaches us
that
by My name.”
restoration
in God’s
portantThis
purpose
for our unity.
Believers for sin.
house is a central key to the fulfillment of
are like living stones being built together
It is important to realize that priestly
the nations’ receiving and walking in God’s
as a spiritual house (1 Pet. 2:5). The pur mediation is part of the ongoing ministry
salvation.
pose of this structure is to offer up spiritual of Jesus. He is our “great High Priest” who
Do you remember what the early believ
sacrifices acceptable to a holy Creator. The ever “lives to make intercession” for us
ers were doing when the Holy Spirit came
writer then goes on to liken the redeemed (Heb. 4:14; 7:25). The fact that a perfect sac
at Pentecost and caused the church to
in Christ, both Jew and nonJew, to the Jew rifice was made for our sin more than two
grow, to reach people from many different
ish priesthood.
thousand years ago did not automatical
nations? They were “all with one accord in
What did he mean by that? What did the ly resolve everything, but rather secured
one place” (Acts 2:1), and later, “continu
priests do that models for us something the grounds (through Christ’s cross) for all
ing daily with one accord in the temple
of our
today?
reconciliation. So, the ministry of reconcil
. . . praising
Godresponsibility
and having favor
withEssentially,
all
the
priests
were
intercessors.
They
made
iation
is ongoing. Or to put it another way,
the people” (Acts 2:46, 47). They were giv
atonement
forliving
the land.
They stood
ing themselves
to the
expression
of in the the blood has been made available; how
gap (Ezek.
22:30) between God and human ever, the blood must still be applied. We
God’s house
of prayer!
beings
and
mediated
on behalf
of the peo must make a conscious choice to believe
Prayer
is the
key
to all ministry
with
ple has
whoentrusted
needed atonement
forev
sin. They in the power of Christ’s atonement, receive
which God
us. This is why
presented
both
the sin of the His indwelling presence, and turn from sin.
ery ungodly
force sacrifices
known tofor
man
is intent
nation
andpeople
the sins
of individuals.
Interceding for our nation, city, people
on keeping
God’s
from
truly relat
“Isn’t
that
allpraying
in thetopast?”
some ask. group, family, or generation also involves
ing to Him,
from
truly
Him and
“Didn’t
the
Reformers
point
out
being in His presence. Prayer is the vehiclethat the a deliberate choice to face the reality of sin,
priesthood
all believers
under
that moves
eternalof
realities
forward,
andthe new “undercover” sin, to identify with it in con
covenant negates any need for a human fession, and then to appropriate the deliv
priesthood?” The answer: Yes. The Re ering grace of God by faith. Satan always
formers did protest the exclusive preroga attempts to keep hidden the defilement of
tive of a religious hierarchy, but they were the land through historic sins. Further, the
not against prayer. They called for every Enemy struggles to keep the church from
believer to approach God personally, ex its priestly role of asking for forgiveness
2/23/18 12:51 PM
perience salvation through faith in
Christ and leading the way in repentance. This is
alone, and then walk with God in daily con why Paul exhorts, “first of all that suppli
versation, which included interceding for cations, prayers, intercessions, and giving
others. Calvin, Zwingli, Luther, and Knox of thanks be made for all men” (1 Tim. 2:1).
were men of prayer who cried out to God The majority of a population may be con
for spiritual breakthrough in their gener tinuing in their sin; however, a righteous
ation just like Ezra, Nehemiah, Jeremiah,
remnant, interceding on their behalf, can
Daniel, and the other great reformers de
bring down mercy on the undeserving. We
scribed in the Scriptures.
must never underestimate the power that
The essential difference between us as
is released when united believers intercede
New Testament priests and the Old Tes
in humility. The Old Testament restoration
tament priesthood is that the ancient
books demonstrate how a believing rem
priests looked forward by faith to the
nant can set in motion the healing of even
atonement Messiah would provide, while
a divided, shattered, dispossessed nation.
we look backward—two thousand years
Most important was the heart attitude
to the same hinge point of history. They
of these intercessors as they prayed the
presented the blood of animals, a physiprayer of identification.
cal sacrifice, in contrast to the priesthood
Because of “our sins, and . . . the
1 Peter describes, which offers up a spiritual sacrifice—making claim by faith on the
iniquities of our fathers, Jerusalem

it was so. 31Then aGod saw everything that
He had made, and indeed it was very good.
So the evening and the morning were the
sixth day.
Thus the heavens and the earth, and
aall the *host of them, were finished.
2 aAnd on the seventh day God ended His
work which He had done, and He *rested
1a living soul
on the seventh day from all His work which
a
31 [Ps. 104:24;
1 Tim. 4:4]
He had done. 3Then God ablessed the seventh day and *sanctified it, because in it
CHAPTER 2
1 aPs. 33:6
He
rested from all His work which God had
*See WW at Ps.
68:11.
created
and made.
a
2 Ex. 20:9–11;
NKJV
4 aThis is the 1history of the heavens and
31:17; Heb.
4:4, 10
the SPIRIT-FILLE
*earth when they wereDcreated, in the
*See WW at Ex.
16:30.
® Dynamics”
Expanded
“Kingdom
day
that
the LIFE
LORD God
made the earth and
a
3 [Is. 58:13]
*See WW
at
Lev.
the heavens, 5before any aplant of the field
Features
8:10.
was in the earth and before any herb of the
4 aGen. 1:1; Ps.
90:1, 2 1Heb.
field had
For
the
LORD Godhelp
had not
More
than
400Tgrown.
theological
H
IRD ED
ITIO
N sidebars
toledoth,
lit.
generations
bcaused it to rain on the earth, and there was
equip
*See WW
at Ex. you to advance the gospel throughout
32:13.
no man cto till the ground; 6but a mist went
the
world.
Dozens of biblical themes are
1:11,
12
5 aGen.
bGen. 7:4; Job
up from the earth and watered the whole
addressed
inofnotes
by Spirit-filled preachers,
5:10; 38:26–28
face
the ground.
cGen. 3:23
a
teachers
and
writers,
including
many
new
3:19,
7 Gen.
7And
the LORD
God formed
man
of the
23; Ps. 103:14
adust of
bJob
contributions
for
edition.
33:4
thethis
ground,
and bbreathed into his
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We do have “exceedingly great and pre
cious promises” of abundant life! But what
about those times when we are faced with
painful circumstances, whether they are
seasons of physical infirmity, material or
The subject of suffering in a Christian’s financial loss, emotional and relational
life can be difficult to understand be stress, or even persecution? Our theology
cause of the paradox presented not only may be thrown into crisis as we grapple
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One “key” that people may not often
consider is the key of suffering.
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1:26–28 Humanity’s Intrinsic Value, HUMAN
WORTH/DIVINE DESTINY. Human beings are
distinct from the rest of creation. The Divine
What? Me Suffer?
Triune Counsel determined
that humanity
alone, among all living beings, was to have
God’s image and likeness. People are spiritual
beings. We are physical, to be sure, but we
also have souls and spirits. In addition, we are
moral beings whose intelligence, perception,
and self-determination far exceed that of any
other earthly life form.
These properties or traits that people
uniquely possess, and our prominence in the
order of creation, imply the intrinsic worth
not only of the family of humanity, but also
of each individual person.
Capacity and ability constitute accountability and responsibility. We should never be
pleased with a level of existence lower than
that on which God has made it possible for
us to dwell. We should strive to be the best
we can be and to reach the highest levels
we can attain as faithful stewards of the life
entrusted to us. See Psalms 8:4, 5; 139:13, 14.
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God’s house, the spiritual center for the
global impact of His kingdom, is a house of
prayer. If we are to see spiritual renewal in
the church and the ultimate fulfillment of
the Great Commission, we must align our
vision of God’s house with His vision of His
house. In its full expression, God’s house is
not selfreferential, but is designed to be a
source of life, blessing, and change for all
the nations of the earth. From the begin
ning, it was meant for all peoples.
in Christian thought and teaching,
Notice but
thatalso
God did not say, “My house
in the Bible itself. The Bible
filled
with
shallisbe
called
a house of preaching for
wonderful promises of joy,
and
all peace,
people,”
orful
“My house shall be called
filled needs. Life abundant
is what
a house
of Jesus
programs suited to all demo
came to bring us (John 10:10),
and indeed,
graphics.”
Too often we have attempted
we do experience the pleasure
and
power
to make
God’s
house conform to our own
of His life in us.
human standards rather than conforming
Some streams of teaching
in the body
our standards
to God’s. We have filled God’s
of Christ today seem to deny
thewhich
realityisof
house,
intended to be the resting
suffering in the lives of believers,
thinking
place of His
presence, with all sorts of sub
stitutes
when
God gives us such a clear
their relationship with God
should
make
mandate
concerning how we are to view
them immune to difficulty
or sadness.
it in
His
Because Jesus suffered for
us,
weWord.
are not
Thispain
House
of Prayer is also known as
supposed to be subject to the
of the
the House
David. David was determined
fallen world in which we live.
Indeed,ofGod’s
to seeusGod’s
Word, which is truth, teaches
that:kingdom authority established
on the earth. No cost was too high; no sac
• We have been given victory through our
rifice was too great.
Lord Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 15:57).
David’s house, called the tabernacle of
• We are more than conquerors (Rom.
David, was a place of worship and prayer,
8:27).
a place of unfettered devotion in the pres
• God’s children overcome the world.
ence of God. This was David’s priority. He
“And this is the victory that has over
all who come to Him.
couldn’t wait to get the ark of the covenant
And of course, there are the “keys of the
come the world—our faith” (1 John 5:4).
back in the central place it was meant to be
kingdom,” of which Jesus spoke in Mat
• God’s “divine power has given to us all
(2 Sam. 6:1–15).
thew 16:19. Have you ever pondered what
things that pertain to life and godliness,
those “keys of the kingdom” might look
David’s tabernacle was not an impres
through the knowledge of Him who
like? We know that Jesus delegated His au
sive building. In fact, it was merely a
called us by glory and virtue, by which
thority to us to use the keys of the kingdom
tent. But God wasn’t concerned about
have been given to us exceedingly great
here on earth (Luke 10:19). But just2/23/18
as a key
12:51 PM
that—He liked what was going on inside.
and precious promises, that through
in the natural realm opens a door only if
David, along with the priests and Levites
these you may be partakers of the di
someone puts it into a lock and turns it,
he appointed, led God’s people in extrav
vine nature” (2 Pet. 1:3, 4).
so the keys of the kingdom require some
agant, wholehearted worship. They sang
• We can do all things through Christ who
thing in order to unlock the glory God in
endlessly, danced energetically, shouted,
gives us strength (Phil. 4:13).
tends for people of the kingdom. The keys
knelt, clapped, and lifted up skilled music
• God takes care of us and will supply all
of the kingdom include:
our needs (Phil. 4:19).
• Faith (Matt. 21:20, 21; Mark 11:22–24)
• God is able to make all grace abound
• Unity (Mark 3:24; Ps. 133)
to us so we will have sufficient resourc
• Childlike trust (Mark 10:14, 15)
es and “an abundance for every good
• The “Beatitude attitudes” (Matt. 5:3–11)
work” (2 Cor. 9:8).
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The unswerving attitude of God is the piv
ot around which swing varied responses
to different people. “The Strength of Isra
el will not lie nor relent. For He is not a
man, that He should relent” (1 Sam. 15:29).
Though 1 Samuel 15:11 reveals that God said
He regretted that He had appointed Saul
as king, He had not changed His heart to
ward Saul. Love for the miserable man Saul
had become was not diminished. Rather, it
could be said that God simply wished Saul’s
violation of the authority he had been giv
en had never happened.
God’s dealing with Saul illustrates God’s
dealing with any person, irrespective of
their condition; that is, He meets us where
He finds us. “With the merciful You will
show Yourself merciful; with a blameless
man You will show Yourself blameless;
with the pure You will show Yourself pure;
and with the devious You will show Your
self shrewd. For You will save the hum
ble people, but will bring down haughty
looks. . . . As for God, His way is perfect”
(Ps. 18:25–27, 30a).

The presentation of the gospel resounds
from the solid footings of its grounding in
God’s unshakable love and faithful kind
ness to fickle people. In contrast to the
selfrighteous anger some believers feel
toward sinners, heaven’s abiding mercy
ceaselessly extends to the misguided liv
ing and confusion born of earthly passions.
The Lord was provoked at Sinai; the shat
tered tablets of the Ten Commandments
He had just written lay scattered at His feet.
The people had deeply offended Him, yet
He used that very moment to proclaim
what He was: “The Lord, the Lord God,
merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and
abounding in goodness and truth, keep
ing mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity
and transgression and sin” (Ex. 34:6, 7).
A God of boundless grace was a revolu
tionary concept in the ancient world bur
dened with the fear of treacherous and
cruel gods. Jonah the prophet evidences
his familiarity with those words from Si
nai, praying, “I know that You are a gra
cious and merciful God, slow to anger and
abundant
in lovingkindness,
who
re
The Bible
has much to say One
about
keys.
They
lentsare
from
doing
harm”
(Jon. 4:2).toSent
to
often
used
symbolically
represent
Nineveh,
the most
depraved
city onIn
earth,
authority,
power,
or position.
biblical
he became
the first
foreignscholar
missionary
in
times, when
a Jewish
succeeded
history
and the only
prophetofofthe
Israel
ever
in becoming
a “doctor
law,”
he was
to turn
a city
toItrepentance.
deep
given
a key.
was not justWas
any it
key,
but the
consciousness
of thein
fundamental
truth the
key to the room
the temple where
of God’s
compassion,
askept.
He Himself
spoke
sacred
books were
Receiving
the key
in the
face ofhis
Israel’s
at Sinai, that
signified
beingfailure
given authority
to teach
explains
why thethe
Lord
chose such aunlock,
reluc or
and explain
Scriptures—to
tant open,
character
as Jonah to
His
envoyAgainst
to
the Scriptures
tobe
the
people.
wicked
thisNineveh?
background Jesus spoke when He ac
cused the scribes and Pharisees of taking
away the “key of knowledge” from those
who were trying to enter the kingdom
(Luke 11:52; Matt. 23:13).
Other references to keys include:
Jonah is not alone in this understand
The key
of David
(Is. 22:22;
Rev. 3:7)
ing of•God’s
nature.
All Israel’s
prophets
• The God’s
key ofcompassion
Hades (Rev. 1:18)
manifested
in the task
•
Thepeople
key to back
the bottomless
(Rev. 9:1;
of bringing
to God—anpit
aware
ness that20:1)
God is readily gracious to receive

A

KINGDOM. The original order of the environment on earth must be distinguished from
what it became following the impact of the Fall,
the Curse, and the eventual Deluge (Is. 45:18;
Rom. 8:20; 2 Pet. 3:4–7). The agricultural, zoological, geological, and meteorological disharmony to which creation became subject must
Worship and Intercession:
be attributed to God. The perfect will of
The Calling of Allnot
Believers
God, as founding King of creation, is not manRobert Stearns
ifest in the presence of death, disease, discord,
K I N G D OM
DYNAMICS
and disaster any more than it is manifest in
human sin. Our present world does not reflect
1:26–28; 2:16, 17 Delegated “Dominion,”
the kingdom order He originally intended for
TheKINGDOM.
Key of Suffering:
FOUNDATIONS OF THE
In Unlocking
creGlory of the unihumanity’s enjoyment on earth, nor does it
An Unswerving
Flame
ating
humankind,
the God’s
Sovereign
Jane Hansen Hoyt
reflect God’s kingdom as it shall ultimately be
verse makes a choice to delegate to them
experienced on this planet. Understanding
“dominion . . . on the earth” (v. 28). The power
this, we should be cautious not to attribute to
and authority for exercising this rule origiThe Believer’s Potential and Pathway for
“God’s will”
or to “acts
of God”
those characternate in God’s intent to make human beings
Ministering
Healing
to the Nations
istics of John
ourD.world
Dawson that resulted from the ruin
in His own image and likeness. Their ability
of God’s original order by reason of humanity’s
to sustain this role will rest in continued
The Old Testament
fall. (Gen. 1:26–28; 2:16, 17/Gen. 3:16–24) J.W.H.
obedience to God’s rule
asFlame
King of all. Their
Prophet’s
power to reign in life will extend only as far as
creeps on the earth, in which there is 1life, I
their faithfulness to obey God’s law. See also
1 Chronicles 29:10–16. (Gen. 1:1/Gen. 1:31) J.W.H.
have given every green herb for food”; and
The gospel is a declaration of the Lord’s
constant openness to mankind. “Through
the Lord’s mercies we are not consumed,
because His compassions fail not” (Lam.
3:22). The Lord’s love for us does not
change; He is not subject to moods.
Though some human theologies propose
God as preoccupied with anger toward
sinners, and though some preaching
thunders judgment far more than mercy,
the starting place for capturing hearts for
Christ is to capture the heart of God for the
lost. Whatever heaven’s clear dismay over
the impact of sin and sinning, and whatev
er the eventual justice of God to be visited
upon those refusing His love, all procla
mation of the gospel must be preoccupied
with the wonder of God’s love. It abounds
throughout His Word, it overflows in His
Son, and it is the essence of the outpouring
of His Holy Spirit (John 3:16; 1 John 4:16;
Col. 2:8, 9; Rom. 5:5).
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Uz, Hul, Gether, and 1Mash. 241Arphaxad
begot aSalah, and Salah begot Eber. 25 aTo
Eber were born two sons: the name of one
was 1Peleg, for in his days the earth was divided; and his brother’s name was Joktan.
26Joktan begot Almodad, Sheleph, Hazarmaveth, Jerah, 27Hadoram, Uzal, Diklah,
281Obal, Abimael, Sheba, 29Ophir, Havilah,
and Jobab. All these were the sons of Joktan.
30And their dwelling place was from Mesha
as you go toward Sephar, the mountain of
the east. 31These were the sons of Shem,
according to their families, according to
their languages, in their lands, according
to their nations.
32 aThese were the families of the sons
of Noah, according to their generations, in
their nations; band from these the nations
were divided on the earth after the flood.

M

Includes a new full-color design
with updated maps and charts, a
detailed NKJV concordance, and
in-depth, full-length articles about
the
G E NSpirit-filled
E S I S 1 : 2 9 life, covering Life
in the Spirit, Evangelism, Scripture
b
fruitful and multiply;
the earth and
Interpretation,
andfill
Worship.
➡ subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the
sea, over the birds of the air, and over every
living thing that 1moves on the earth.”
29And God said, “See, I have given you
every herb that yields seed which is on the
for and
Worldevery
Evangelism
faceAflame
of allwith
thePassion
earth,
tree whose
Reinhard Bonnke
fruit yields seed; ato you it shall be for food.
A Boundless Flame
30Also, to aevery beast of the earth, to evb
ery bird of the air, and to everything that

Abraham!”
So he said, “Here I am.”
12And He said, a“Do not lay your hand on
the lad, or do anything to him; for bnow I
know that you fear God, since you have not
cwithheld your son, your only son, from Me.”
13Then Abraham lifted his eyes and
looked, and there behind him was a ram
caught in a thicket by its horns. So Abraham
went and took the ram, and offered it up for
2 a burnt offering instead of his son. 14And
Abraham called the name of the place, 1TheLORD-Will-Provide; as it is said to this day, “In
the Mount of the LORD it shall be provided.”
15Then the *Angel of the LORD called to
Abraham a second time out of heaven, 16and

Additional Features
2/23/18 12:51 PM
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2:1 The work of creation week is finished: earth is habitable, life 2:4 History is literally “generations,” meaning “offspring,” a word

13

The Wickedness and Judgment of Man

3

CHAPTER 6
1 aGen. 1:28
2
Now it came to pass,
men aaDeut. 7:3, 4
3 Gen. 41:38;
began to multiply on the face of the [Gal. 5:16, 17];
3:19, 20
earth, and daughters were born to them, 1b2Pet.
Thess. 2:7
c
2that the sons of God saw the daughters
Ps. 78:39
1LXX, Syr., Tg.,
of men, that they were beautiful; and they Vg. abide
a took wives for themselves of all whom *See WW at
2 Sam. 23:2. •
See WW at
they chose.
Gen. 1:26.
3And the LORD said, a“My *Spirit shall not 4 aNum. 13:32,
33; Luke 17:27
bstrive1 with *man forever, cfor he is indeed
1Heb. nephilim,
or
flesh; yet his days shall be one hundred and fallen
mighty ones
twenty years.” 4There were 1giants on the 5 aGen. 8:21;
Ps. 14:1–3;
earth in those adays, and also afterward, Prov. 6:18;
Matt. 15:19;
when the sons of God came in to the daugh- Rom. 1:28–32
ters of men and they bore children to them. 1So with MT,
Tg.; Vg. God;
Those were the mighty men who were of old, LXX Lord God
2thought 3all
men of renown.
the day
5Then 1the LORD saw that the wickedness *See WW at Ps.
31:19.
of man was *great in the earth, and that 6 aGen. 6:7;
1
Sam. 15:11,
every aintent2 of the thoughts of his heart 29; 2 Sam.
24:16;
Jer.
3
a
9780529100146_00_frontmatter_nkjv_nsfl_printer-ready.indd
was
only evil continually. 6And the LORD 24
18:7–10;
8:14
was sorry that He had made man on the Zech.
bPs. 78:40;
192
brief
but in
potent
guided
7Soprayers
earth, and bHe
was
grieved
His cheart.
Is. 63:10; Eph.
cMark 3:5
throughout
the Bible,
based on4:30
the LORD said,
“I will adestroy
man whom
7 aGen. 7:4, 23;
significant
I have created
from the passages
face of thethroughout
earth, Deut. 28:63;
29:20; Ps.
both man and
beast,
creeping
thing
and 7:11
Scripture. ➡

6

a when

NEW “Praying the Word”
Feature

6:1—7:1 See section 3 of Truth in Action at the end of Gen.
6:1, 2 Sons of God may mean godly men of the line of Seth as

GENESIS 6:12

birds of the air, for I am sorry that I have
made them.” 8But Noah afound *grace in
the eyes of the LORD.

Noah Pleases God
is the genealogy of Noah. aNoah
was a just man, 1perfect in his generations.
Noah bwalked with God. 10And Noah begot
three sons: aShem, Ham, and Japheth.
11The earth also was corrupt abefore God,
and the earth was bfilled with violence. 12So
God alooked upon the earth, and indeed it
was corrupt; for ball flesh had corrupted
their way on the earth.
9This

8 aGen. 19:19; Ex. 33:12, 17; Luke 1:30; Acts 7:46 *See WW at
Zech. 12:10. 9 aGen. 7:1; Ezek. 14:14, 20; Heb. 11:7; 2 Pet. 2:5
bGen. 5:22, 24; 2 Kin. 23:3 1blameless or having integrity
10 aGen. 5:32; 7:13 11 aDeut. 31:29; Judg. 2:19; Rom. 2:13
bEzek. 8:17 12 aPs. 14:2; 53:2, 3 bPs. 14:1–3; Is. 28:8

P R AY I N G

THE WORD

Lord, I pray that I, like Noah,
will know and experience
Your grace in my life.
Adapted from Genesis 6:8

the symbolic number, one hundred and twenty years. This may
describe man’s longevity, but it also may mark a probationary
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T HE F I R ST B O O K O F M OSE S CA LLE D

GE N E SI S

SAMPLE PAGES

AUTHOR: Traditionally Moses
DATE: About 1440 b.c.
THEME: Beginnings
KEY WORDS: Created, Covenant, Genealogy

AUTHOR
Jewish tradition lists Moses as the author of Genesis and of the next four books
of the Bible. Together these books are called the Pentateuch. Jesus said, “If you
believed Moses, you would believe Me; for he wrote about Me” (John 5:46). The
Pentateuch itself depicts Moses as having written extensively (see Ex. 17:14;
24:4; Deut. 31:24). Acts 7:22 tells us that “Moses was learned in all the wisdom
of the Egyptians.” In the notes accompanying the text of Genesis, we observe a
number of loanwords from the Egyptian language, suggesting that the original
author had his roots in Egypt, as did Moses.
DATE
The traditional date of the Israelites’ exodus from Egypt is the mid-fifteenth
century b.c. Solomon began building the temple “in the four hundred and
eightieth year after the children of Israel had come out of the land of Egypt”
(1 Kin. 6:1). Solomon is thought to have begun construction about 960 b.c., dating
the Exodus to about 1440 b.c. Thus we can conclude that Moses wrote Genesis
after 1440 b.c. during the Israelites’ forty years in the wilderness.
CONTENT
Genesis opens with the formation of the solar system, the preparation of the
land for habitation, and the creation of life on the earth. All eight acts of creation
are accomplished in six days.
Chapters 3–11 explain the origins of many mysterious qualities of life: human sexuality, marriage, sin, sickness, pain in childbearing, death, the wrath
of God, man’s enmity toward man, and the dispersion of races and languages
throughout the Earth.
Beginning in chapter 12, Genesis recounts the call of Abraham and the inauguration of God’s covenant with him, a glorious, eternal covenant renewed with
Isaac and Jacob. Genesis is remarkable for its exquisite narrative, highlighted
by the inspiring account of Joseph and the divine preservation and multiplication of God’s people in Egypt. It is a lesson in divine election, as Paul recounts
in Romans 9.
Genesis in many ways anticipates the New Testament: the very personal God,
the Trinity, the institution of marriage, the seriousness of sin, divine judgment,
and righteousness by faith. The Tree of Life, lost in Genesis 3, is restored in
Revelation 22.

INTRODUCTION TO GENESIS
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Genesis concludes with Jacob’s blessing upon Judah, from whose tribe would
come the Messiah: “The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver
from between his feet, until Shiloh comes; and to Him shall be the obedience
of the people” (49:10). Many centuries and many struggles will follow before
this prophecy finds its fulfillment in Jesus Christ.
PERSONAL APPLICATION
Genesis immediately brings into question many secular worldviews, so serious Genesis students must become accustomed to thinking differently than
the world around them, learning to perceive the world and its history as the
biblical authors reveal it. For example, the narratives of chapters 1–3 are not
to be understood allegorically but as actual history. The Word of God must
always stand above the word of human beings; we are not to judge His Word,
but rather, it judges us. Therefore, ancient Hebrews should not be regarded as
primitive simply because they relate reality differently than many people do
today. Rationalized Greek thinking about world realities may be our heritage,
but it does not always reflect God’s truth.
Genesis teaches many other lessons as well: Abraham is our example of faith
(15:6; Gal. 3:7); Joseph’s life is an exquisite sermon for all who suffer unfairly
and is a challenge to faithfulness in this age of undisciplined permissiveness.
Finally, we understand human nature properly only as we grasp the truth
of original sin. When Adam sinned, all of us inherited a resident sin nature
(Gen. 8:21; Rom. 5:19; 7:18). Only a Savior can deal effectively with our inherited
natural corruption.
CHRIST REVEALED
The preexistent Christ, the living Word, is evident throughout the Book of Genesis.
• The preincarnate Jesus was present at creation (John 1:3).
• Genesis 3:15 anticipates Jesus’ ministry, suggesting that the “Seed” of the
woman who will bruise the serpent’s (Satan’s) head is Jesus Christ (Gal. 3:16).
• Melchizedek is the mysterious king-priest of Genesis 14 (Heb. 6:20).
• The greatest revelation of Christ in Genesis is found in God’s establishment
of His covenant with Abraham (chs. 15; 17). Jesus is the major fulfillment
of God’s promises to Abraham, a truth Paul explains in detail in Galatians.
Much of the Bible is built upon the Abrahamic covenant and Christ’s fulfillment of it.
• In Genesis 22:2, Abraham’s willingness to sacrifice Isaac at God’s command
bears a startling similarity to the crucial New Testament truth of God’s
willingness to sacrifice His only Son for the sins of the world.
• Finally, Jacob’s blessing upon Judah anticipates the coming of “Shiloh”
to be identified as the Messiah: “And to Him shall be the obedience of the
people” (49:10).
THE HOLY SPIRIT AT WORK
“The Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters” (1:2). Thus we find
the Spirit involved in creation. The Holy Spirit also worked in Joseph, a fact
obvious to Pharaoh: “Can we find such a one as this, a man in whom is the
Spirit of God?” (41:38).
Although the Holy Spirit is otherwise not directly mentioned in Genesis, we
see His work in drawing out the animals from Earth into Noah’s ark. His activity
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GENESIS 1:1

The History of Creation

2

1

a beginning b God*

In the
created the
*heavens and the *earth. 2The earth
was awithout form, and *void; and darkness 1was on the face of the deep. bAnd the
Spirit of God was hovering over the face of
the waters.
3 aThen God said, b“Let there be clight”;
and there was light. 4And God saw the light,
that it was good; and God divided the light
from the darkness. 5God called the light Day,
and the adarkness He called Night. 1So the
evening and the morning were the first day.
6Then God said, a“Let there be a 1firmament in the midst of the waters, and let it
divide the waters from the waters.” 7Thus
God made the firmament, aand divided the
waters which were under the firmament
from the waters which were babove the firmament; and it was so. 8And God called the

WORD

WEALTH

1:1 created, bara’; Strong’s #1254: To form
or fashion, to produce, to create. Originally
this verb carried the idea of “carving” or “cutting out,” and that concept is still expressed
by the intensive verbal form in Joshua 17:18,
referring to “cutting” down trees to “clear
out” the land. This suggests that creating is
similar to sculpturing. Thus bara’ is a fitting
word to describe both creating by bringing
into existence and creating by fashioning
existing matter into something new, as God
did in “creating” man (Gen. 1:27) out of dust
from the ground. God is always the subject of
the verb bara’ in its standard form; creating
is therefore a divine capacity.

CHAPTER 1
1 aPs. 102:25; Is.
40:21; [John
1:1–3; Heb.
1:10] bGen.
2:4; [Ps. 8:3;
89:11; 90:2];
Is. 44:24; Acts
17:24; Rom.
1:20; [Heb.
1:2; 11:3]; Rev.
4:11
*See WW at
2 Kin. 19:15. •
See WW at
1 Kin. 8:23. •
See WW at Ex.
32:13.
2 aJer. 4:23
b[Gen. 6:3];
Job 26:13; Ps.
33:6; 104:30;
Is. 40:13, 14
1Words in
italic type have
been added
for clarity. They
are not found
in the original
Hebrew or
Aramaic.
*See WW at Is.
45:18.
3 aPs. 33:6, 9
b2 Cor. 4:6
c[Heb. 11:3]
5 aJob 37:18;
Ps. 19:2; 33:6;
74:16; 104:20;
136:5; Jer.
10:12 1Lit. And
evening was,
and morning
was, a day,
one.
6 aJob 37:18;
Jer. 10:12;
2 Pet. 3:5
1expanse
7 aJob 38:8–11;
Prov. 8:27–29
bPs. 148:4
9 aJob 26:10;
Ps. 104:6–9;
Prov. 8:29; Jer.
5:22; 2 Pet.
3:5 bPs. 24:1,
2; 33:7; 95:5
11 aPs. 65:9–13;
104:14; Heb.
6:7

1:1—2:25 See section 2 of Truth in Action at the end of Gen.
1:1 In the beginning God created is the traditional translation
of what is a somewhat complex and debated Hebrew sentence
structure. One approach is to take v. 1 as a temporal, subordinate
clause, with the main clause in v. 3. The two Hebrew words tohu
and bohu in v. 2 would be rendered as “unformed” and “unfilled.”
Thus the first three days of creation speak of “forming,” and
days four to six of “filling.” Other translation possibilities have
appeared in the last century, but they presuppose the existence
of chaotic matter or even a pre-Adamic race before the creation
described in ch. 1 began. The most direct and fully acceptable
translation is the traditional one adopted here.
1:2 We are given here the consequence of God’s first creative
act—the earth was without form (lacking the order it would
have when God’s commands were complete) and darkness was
on the face of the deep (a further description of the lack of complete order and beauty that would emerge within six days). Both
statements reveal that creation reflected God’s normal process
of bringing order out of chaos. The deep is the primeval ocean
that underlies the earth (see 7:11). Hovering connotes “sweeping”
or “moving” rather than staying stationary. The Holy Spirit is the
“executive arm” of the Trinity, so He was quite active as God spoke
each word. An alternate view, which recommends the possibility
of the initial Gen. 1:1 creation becoming disordered (possibly
by reason of Lucifer’s fall), is not biblically objectionable, but
neither is it verifiable.
1:3 God’s first divine command begins the process of transform-
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firmament Heaven. So the evening and the
morning were the second day.
9Then God said, a“Let the waters under
the heavens be gathered together into one
place, and blet the dry land appear”; and it
was so. 10And God called the dry land Earth,
and the gathering together of the waters He
called Seas. And God saw that it was good.
11Then God said, “Let the earth abring
forth grass, the herb that yields seed, and

K I N G D OM

DYNAMICS

1:1 God’s Sovereignty, FOUNDATIONS OF
THE KINGDOM. The necessary beginning
point in studying the theme of “the kingdom
of God” is the Bible’s opening verse. Here we
meet the Sovereign of all the universe, whose
realm, reign, and regency are described at
the outset. (1) His realm (or scope of His
rule) is transcendent; that is, not only does
it include the entire physical universe, but it
exceeds it. He existed before all creation, He
expands beyond it, and by virtue of having
begotten it, He encompasses all that it is.
(2) His reign (or the power by which He
rules) is exercised by His will, His word, and
His works. By His own will He creatively
decides and designs; by His own word He
speaks creation into being; and by His own
works His Spirit displays His unlimited power.
(3) His regency (or authority to rule) is in His
preexistence and holiness. He is there before creation “in the beginning.” Thus, as its
Creator, He deserves to be its Potentate. His
benevolent intent in creating things “good”
reveals His holy nature (that is, complete and
perfect), and thus His moral right to be creation’s King. All kingdom power and authority
flow from Him. (*/Gen. 1:26–28; 2:16, 17) J.W.H.

ing the chaos. God said will occur 10 times in ch. 1 as the means
of bringing about life and order. The exact working relationship
among the members of the Trinity in this process is not clearly
defined in the Bible (see Col. 1:16). Light is the presence of
illumination in general. The luminary bodies are created on
the fourth day (Gen. 1:14–19).
1:4 Was good is the divine approval formula that will occur
seven times to emphasize creation’s quality and aptness for
its purpose. It stands in contrast to the condition described
following the Fall (ch. 3).
1:5 The evening and the morning: The Hebrews began each
new day at sunset. This time designation, along with the numbering of the days and the Sabbath rest on day seven, shows
that the author views creation as happening in the course of six
consecutive 24-hour periods, followed by a seventh of divine rest.
1:6, 7 Let it divide the waters from the waters: The water-covered
earth was apparently surrounded by vapor. God used the firmament, the space between the surface and the clouds, to separate
the two “waters,” creating a massive vapor canopy high above the
earth (Hebrew mabbul). These waters which were above provided a protective greenhouse effect over the world of that period.
1:8 Heaven: See definition of firmament in note on v. 6.
1:9, 10 The third day marked the appearance of Earth by defining
the boundaries (be gathered together into one place) of the Seas.
1:11, 12 God commanded the earth, with its productive power,

the bfruit tree that yields fruit according to
its kind, whose seed is in itself, on the earth”;
and it was so. 12And the earth brought forth
grass, the herb that yields seed according to
its kind, and the tree that yields fruit, whose
seed is in itself according to its kind. And
God saw that it was good. 13So the evening
and the morning were the third day.
14Then God said, “Let there be alights in
the firmament of the heavens to divide
the day from the night; and let them be for
signs and bseasons,* and for days and years;
15and let them be for lights in the firmament
of the heavens to give light on the earth”;
and it was so. 16Then God made two great
1lights: the agreater light to rule the day, and
the blesser light to rule the night. He made
cthe stars also. 17God set them in the firmament of the aheavens to give light on the
earth, 18and to arule over the day and over
the night, and to divide the light from the
darkness. And God saw that it was good.
19So the evening and the morning were the
fourth day.
20Then God said, “Let the waters abound
with an abundance of living 1creatures, and
let birds fly above the earth across the face

WORD

11 b2 Sam. 16:1;
Luke 6:44
14 aDeut. 4:19;
Ps. 74:16;
136:5–9 bPs.
104:19
*See WW at
Num. 9:2.
16 aPs. 136:8
bDeut. 17:3;
Ps. 8:3 cDeut.
4:19; Job
38:7; Is. 40:26
1luminaries
17 aGen. 15:5;
Jer. 33:20, 25
18 aJer. 31:35
20 1souls

WEALTH

1:26 man, ’adam; Strong’s #120: Man, mankind, Adam the first man, or humanity at
large. ’Adam is translated as “Adam” (the
proper name) about 20 times in the OT, and
as “man” more than 500 times. When referring to the whole human race, the Bible often
uses the phrase b’nay ’adam, the “children of
Adam.” As with English “man,” ’adam in its
general sense has nothing to do with maleness and everything to do with humanness.
For example, in one case ’adam refers exclusively to women! (Num. 31:35). ’Adam is
probably related to the verb ’adom, "to be
red," referring to the ruddiness of man’s complexion. ’Adamah, “soil” or “ground,” may
also be derived from this verb. Thus Genesis
2:7 says, “The Lord God formed ’adam of
the dust of the ’adamah.” Paul sees Adam
as earth man or earthy man in 1 Corinthians
15:47. ’Adam is one of the four major Hebrew
words for “man” used in the Bible. See also
’enosh, ’ish, and geber.

GENESIS 1:28

of the 2firmament of the heavens.” 21So
created great sea creatures and every living thing that moves, with which the
waters abounded, according to their kind,
and every winged bird according to its kind.
And God saw that it was good. 22And God
blessed them, saying, a“Be fruitful and multiply, and *fill the waters in the seas, and
let birds multiply on the earth.” 23So the
evening and the morning were the fifth day.
24Then God said, “Let the earth bring
forth the living creature according to its
kind: cattle and creeping thing and beast of
the earth, each according to its kind”; and
it was so. 25And God made the beast of the
earth according to its kind, cattle according
to its kind, and everything that creeps on
the earth according to its kind. And God saw
that it was good.
26Then God said, a“Let Us make man
in Our image, according to Our likeness;
blet them have dominion over the fish of
the sea, over the birds of the air, and over
the cattle, over 1all the earth and over every
creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”
27So God *created man ain His own image;
in the image of God He created him; bmale
and female He created them. 28Then God
blessed them, and God said to them, a“Be
aGod

K I N G D OM

2expanse
21 aPs.
104:25–28
22 aGen. 8:17
*See WW at Jer.
23:24.
26 aGen. 9:6; Ps.
100:3; Eccl.
7:29; [Eph.
4:24]; James
3:9 bGen. 9:2;
Ps. 8:6–8 1Syr.
all the wild
animals of
27 aGen. 5:2;
1 Cor. 11:7
bMatt. 19:4;
[Mark 10:6–8]
*See WW at
Gen. 1:1.
28 aGen. 9:1, 7;
Lev. 26:9

to bring forth the plant kingdom. According to its kind: God’s
laws of genetics were impressed upon the plant kingdom.
1:21 Great sea creatures are the more magnificent ocean creatures, such as whales and dolphins. According to their kind:
Again, the laws of genetics that preclude any evolution into
another kind; a sparrow can never produce a vulture.
1:24 Cattle is generic for all domestic animals; creeping thing
represents mice, reptiles, insects, and so on; beast of the earth
represents wild animals. Together with those in v. 21 they represent the totality of the animal kingdom.

DYNAMICS

1:26–28 Male and Female, God’s Image
Bearers in the Earth, MEN AND WOMEN IN
GOD’S DESIGN. From the beginning, God’s
heart to build a dwelling place for Himself
in the earth is seen in His creation of man
and woman—together, the foundation
of the house of the Lord. Through the two
of them together, He intended to live and
reveal Himself in the world. Through them
God intended to manifest His character and
authority (image), express His dominion over
the earth, display His indisputable power
over the works of darkness, and subdue His
archenemy, Satan. The first man and woman
were a microcosm of the church, signaling
that God’s glory would forever be seen in the
earth through the combined expression of
male and female. Now, as then, God’s blessing—His promise of success—is upon our
unity. (*/Gen. 2:23, 24) J.H.H.

1:26 Let Us: God was speaking not only to what the NT reveals
to be the rest of the Trinity, but to the entire host of heaven,
the angels, as well. Our image likely refers to such qualities as
reason, personality, and intellect, and to the capacity to relate,
to hear, to see, and to speak. All of these are characteristics of
God, which He chose to reproduce in human beings. Dominion
over . . . the earth: God created man to be His kingdom agent,
to rule and subdue the rest of creation, including the aggressive
satanic forces, which would soon infringe upon it.
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28 b1 Cor. 9:27
1moves about
on
29 aGen. 9:3; Ps.
104:14, 15
30 aPs. 145:15
bJob 38:41

DYNAMICS

1:26–28; 2:16, 17 Delegated “Dominion,”
FOUNDATIONS OF THE KINGDOM. In creating humankind, the Sovereign of the universe makes a choice to delegate to them
“dominion . . . on the earth” (v. 28). The power
and authority for exercising this rule originate in God’s intent to make human beings
in His own image and likeness. Their ability
to sustain this role will rest in continued
obedience to God’s rule as King of all. Their
power to reign in life will extend only as far as
their faithfulness to obey God’s law. See also
1 Chronicles 29:10–16. (Gen. 1:1/Gen. 1:31) J.W.H.

K I N G D OM

DYNAMICS

1:26–28 Humanity’s Intrinsic Value, HUMAN
WORTH/DIVINE DESTINY. Human beings are
distinct from the rest of creation. The Divine
Triune Counsel determined that humanity
alone, among all living beings, was to have
God’s image and likeness. People are spiritual
beings. We are physical, to be sure, but we
also have souls and spirits. In addition, we are
moral beings whose intelligence, perception,
and self-determination far exceed that of any
other earthly life form.
These properties or traits that people
uniquely possess, and our prominence in the
order of creation, imply the intrinsic worth
not only of the family of humanity, but also
of each individual person.
Capacity and ability constitute accountability and responsibility. We should never be
pleased with a level of existence lower than
that on which God has made it possible for
us to dwell. We should strive to be the best
we can be and to reach the highest levels
we can attain as faithful stewards of the life
entrusted to us. See Psalms 8:4, 5; 139:13, 14.
(*/Gen. 2:7) C.B.

The Wickedness and Judgment of Man

K I N G D OM

DYNAMICS

1:31 Before the Fall, FOUNDATIONS OF THE
KINGDOM. The original order of the environment on earth must be distinguished from
what it became following the impact of the Fall,
the Curse, and the eventual Deluge (Is. 45:18;
Rom. 8:20; 2 Pet. 3:4–7). The agricultural, zoological, geological, and meteorological disharmony to which creation became subject must
not be attributed to God. The perfect will of
God, as founding King of creation, is not manifest in the presence of death, disease, discord,
and disaster any more than it is manifest in
human sin. Our present world does not reflect
the kingdom order He originally intended for
humanity’s enjoyment on earth, nor does it
reflect God’s kingdom as it shall ultimately be
experienced on this planet. Understanding
this, we should be cautious not to attribute to
“God’s will” or to “acts of God” those characteristics of our world that resulted from the ruin
of God’s original order by reason of humanity’s
fall. (Gen. 1:26–28; 2:16, 17/Gen. 3:16–24) J.W.H.

creeps on the earth, in which there is 1life, I
have given every green herb for food”; and
it was so. 31Then aGod saw everything that
He had made, and indeed it was very good.
So the evening and the morning were the
sixth day.
Thus the heavens and the earth, and
aall the *host of them, were finished.
2 aAnd on the seventh day God ended His
work which He had done, and He *rested
on the seventh day from all His work which
He had done. 3Then God ablessed the seventh day and *sanctified it, because in it
He rested from all His work which God had
created and made.
4 aThis is the 1history of the heavens and
the *earth when they were created, in the
day that the LORD God made the earth and
the heavens, 5before any aplant of the field
was in the earth and before any herb of the
field had grown. For the LORD God had not
bcaused it to rain on the earth, and there was
no man cto till the ground; 6but a mist went
up from the earth and watered the whole
face of the ground.
7And the LORD God formed man of the
adust of the ground, and bbreathed into his

2
1a living soul
31 a[Ps. 104:24;
1 Tim. 4:4]

CHAPTER 2
1 aPs. 33:6
*See WW at Ps.
68:11.
2 aEx. 20:9–11;
31:17; Heb.
4:4, 10
*See WW at Ex.
16:30.
3 a[Is. 58:13]
*See WW at Lev.
8:10.
4 aGen. 1:1; Ps.
90:1, 2 1Heb.
toledoth, lit.
generations
*See WW at Ex.
32:13.
5 aGen. 1:11, 12
bGen. 7:4; Job
5:10; 38:26–28
cGen. 3:23
7 aGen. 3:19,
23; Ps. 103:14
bJob 33:4

2:1 The work of creation week is finished: earth is habitable, life
has been created, man is in charge, and food has been provided
for all. God’s involvement is not ended, however; the Sustainer’s
power continues to work to this day.
2:2, 3 He rested means God abstained from further creating,
having ended His work. The seventh day: Designed for the good
of man, the Sabbath was ordained by God to be a day for rest
and special covenant celebration. It is sanctified in the sense
that those who observe its true intent enjoy divine blessings.
Thus God built the seven-day week into the order of the universe.

2:4 History is literally “generations,” meaning “offspring,” a word
appearing 11 times in Gen., usually introducing a new narrative
or genealogy. This chapter depicts creation from a different
perspective, more localized and man-centered.
2:5, 6 Skipping over a host of details from ch. 1, these verses
correspond to 1:2. A mist: Probably “a spring” or “fresh water
ocean”; underground water was apparently surging up through
the as yet undistinguished ground (continents).
2:7 Formed: Six Hebrew words found in these early chapters
to describe the creation process are quite similar, so modern

3
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Now it came to pass, a when men
began to multiply on the face of the
earth, and daughters were born to them,
2that the sons of God saw the daughters
of men, that they were beautiful; and they
a took wives for themselves of all whom
they chose.
3And the LORD said, a“My *Spirit shall not
bstrive1 with *man forever, cfor he is indeed
flesh; yet his days shall be one hundred and
twenty years.” 4There were 1giants on the
earth in those adays, and also afterward,
when the sons of God came in to the daughters of men and they bore children to them.
Those were the mighty men who were of old,
men of renown.
5Then 1the LORD saw that the wickedness
of man was *great in the earth, and that
every aintent2 of the thoughts of his heart
was only evil 3continually. 6And athe LORD
was sorry that He had made man on the
earth, and bHe was grieved in His cheart. 7So
the LORD said, “I will adestroy man whom
I have created from the face of the earth,
both man and beast, creeping thing and

CHAPTER 6
1 aGen. 1:28
2 aDeut. 7:3, 4
3 aGen. 41:38;
[Gal. 5:16, 17];
1 Pet. 3:19, 20
b2 Thess. 2:7
cPs. 78:39
1LXX, Syr., Tg.,
Vg. abide
*See WW at
2 Sam. 23:2. •
See WW at
Gen. 1:26.
4 aNum. 13:32,
33; Luke 17:27
1Heb. nephilim,
fallen or
mighty ones
5 aGen. 8:21;
Ps. 14:1–3;
Prov. 6:18;
Matt. 15:19;
Rom. 1:28–32
1So with MT,
Tg.; Vg. God;
LXX Lord God
2thought 3all
the day
*See WW at Ps.
31:19.
6 aGen. 6:7;
1 Sam. 15:11,
29; 2 Sam.
24:16; Jer.
18:7–10;
Zech. 8:14
bPs. 78:40;
Is. 63:10; Eph.
4:30 cMark 3:5
7 aGen. 7:4, 23;
Deut. 28:63;
29:20; Ps.
7:11

6:1—7:1 See section 3 of Truth in Action at the end of Gen.
6:1, 2 Sons of God may mean godly men of the line of Seth as
opposed to Cain’s godless descendants, superior men such as
kings, or angels who rebelliously left heaven to take women as
wives. This latter view has interpretive difficulties but seems the
most likely. It also serves to reinforce the pre-Flood evil in the
world, for God abhors interbreeding of unlike species.
6:3 My Spirit refers to the Holy Spirit in His role as the life-sustaining breath given to man at creation (2:7). Strive: The meaning of the Hebrew is unclear; some translations say “abide.” God
has now determined to reduce man’s life expectancy, seen in

AGES OF THE PATRIARCHS

1000

Adam (930)

GENESIS 6:12

birds of the air, for I am sorry that I have
made them.” 8But Noah afound *grace in
the eyes of the LORD.

Noah Pleases God
9This is the genealogy of Noah. aNoah
was a just man, 1perfect in his generations.
Noah bwalked with God. 10And Noah begot
three sons: aShem, Ham, and Japheth.
11The earth also was corrupt abefore God,
and the earth was bfilled with violence. 12So
God alooked upon the earth, and indeed it
was corrupt; for ball flesh had corrupted
their way on the earth.
8 aGen. 19:19; Ex. 33:12, 17; Luke 1:30; Acts 7:46 *See WW at
Zech. 12:10. 9 aGen. 7:1; Ezek. 14:14, 20; Heb. 11:7; 2 Pet. 2:5
bGen. 5:22, 24; 2 Kin. 23:3 1blameless or having integrity
10 aGen. 5:32; 7:13 11 aDeut. 31:29; Judg. 2:19; Rom. 2:13
bEzek. 8:17 12 aPs. 14:2; 53:2, 3 bPs. 14:1–3; Is. 28:8

P R AY I N G

THE WORD

Lord, I pray that I, like Noah,
will know and experience
Your grace in my life.
Adapted from Genesis 6:8

the symbolic number, one hundred and twenty years. This may
describe man’s longevity, but it also may mark a probationary
period before the judgment of the Flood comes. Here again
we see the merciful action of God.
6:4 The sons of God and their wives produced children who
were giants. The mighty men who were of old were later wiped
out by the Flood.
6:5 The degeneration of the human race was proceeding rapidly,
in spite of a few godly men such as Enosh, Enoch, and Noah.
6:8 Grace: Favor.
6:11 Violence: More accurately, “lawlessness.”

(5:5)
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FLOOD

fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and bsubdue it; have dominion over the fish of the
sea, over the birds of the air, and over every
living thing that 1moves on the earth.”
29And God said, “See, I have given you
every herb that yields seed which is on the
face of all the earth, and every tree whose
fruit yields seed; ato you it shall be for food.
30Also, to aevery beast of the earth, to every bbird of the air, and to everything that

13

longevity (years)

GENESIS 1:29

Enoch (365)
(was translated)

Eber (464)

Abraham (175)
Jacob (147)
Joseph (110)

100
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23
time (generations)
The patriarchs who lived before the Flood had an average lifespan of about 900 years (Gen. 5). The ages of post-Flood patriarchs dropped rapidly and gradually leveled off (Gen. 11). Some suggest that this is due to major environmental changes
brought about by the Flood.

